
 

The Rainbow Bridge 

inspired by a Norse legend 

By the edge of a woods, at the foot of a hill, 

Is a lush, green meadow where time stands still. 

Where the friends of man and woman do run, 

When their time on earth is over and done. 

For here, between this world and the next, 

Is a place where each beloved creature finds rest. 

On this golden land, they wait and they play, 

Till the Rainbow Bridge they cross over one day. 

No more do they suffer, in pain or in sadness, 

For here they are whole, their lives filled with gladness. 

Their limbs are restored, their health renewed, 

Their bodies have healed, with strength imbued. 

They romp through the grass, without even a care, 

Until one day they start, and sniff at the air. 

All ears prick forward, eyes dart front and back, 

Then all of a sudden, one breaks from the pack. 

For just at that instant, their eyes have met; 

Together again, both person and pet. 

So they run to each other, these friends from long past, 

The time of their parting is over at last. 

The sadness they felt while they were apart, 

Has turned into joy once more in each heart. 

They embrace with a love that will last forever, And then, side-by-side,  

they cross over… together. 
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Service of Blessing the Animals 

Calling Each Other Together 

Leader: We assemble with all your creatures in this circle of life.  

People: We ask Our Creator to join our circle and celebrate with us.                         

Leader: Creator, as we join in celebration with You and all creation,  

People: We ask for Your blessing, Your shalom, on the creatures 

present here that we love and on all creatures in the wild.  

Leader: In the name of The Source, who creates all life, In the name 

of one who reconciles all life, and the name of the Spirit, who renews 

all life, we honor all in the circle of life:  

All: Shalom! Shalom! Shalom! May your blessing come!  

We Celebrate Creation in Song 

“All Things Bright and Beautiful” (insert) 

Greetings and Announcements 

A Brief History of Blessing the Animals 

A Time for the Child in Us All 

Scripture: Genesis 1:20-25 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns  

The Rainbow Bridge - Read By Steve Valvano 

Prayer for Blessing of All the Pets 

God, Our Creator, we ask You to bless our pets with Your light and  

love. May our animal friends have good health, happy lives and 

always be protected and safe. We ask for better understanding as we 

learn from our animal friends’ wisdom, their innocence, their loyalty 

and particularly their seeming ability to not judge human beings 

unkindly. Thank You for the pleasures, playfulness and sometimes 

the surprising humor our pets display. Thank You for their 

companionship and friendship especially for those lonely hours we 

may have experienced. Thank You for our companions’ natural 

ability to teach us to be aware of the present moment. Thank You for 

the pure beauty of every animal - their form, color, texture, motion is 

all a work of art, and may we appreciate Your creation of this 

masterpiece. Bless all animals in harm’s way, heal the sick, protect 

those who are lost, and guide them to safety. Thank You for the gift 

of love. Amen   

We Pray: (In Unison) O Sweet Maker of all, we ask Your blessing 

on every creature gathered here today, the large and the small. May 

they live peacefully in praise of You. Bless us all to love your 

creation, and revere its sacredness. We ask this blessing in the name 

of the one who was is, and always will be, Our Creator, to whom 

every creature belongs.  

The Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

We Offer Our Gifts 

Individual Blessings   

In Song: “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir”(Insert)  

The Sending Forth 

*Many Thanks To Steve Valvano for His Music Leadership 
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