
Become To Us The Living Bread 

Become to us the living bread 
By which the Christian life is fed 
Renewed and greatly comforted 
Alleluia alleluia 

Become the never-failing wine 
The spring of joy that shall incline 
Our hearts to bear the covenant sign 
Alleluia alleluia 

May Christians all with one accord 
Unite around the sacred board 
To praise Your holy name O Lord 
Alleluia alleluia 

GOD’S PEOPLE LEAVE TO SERVE 

*Closing Hymn: #140   "Hail to the Lord's Anointed" 

Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes with justice speed to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong. 
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in His sight. 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 
Before him on the mountains, shall peace the herald go, 
And righteousness in fountains, from hill to valley flow 

To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.    

*Benediction 
  *Response 
 Organ Postlude: 

 *Congregation: Please rise in body or in spirit 
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   W e l c o m e 
                                            in Christ’s name to all who are visiting. 
      We are an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ.  
  Please let us know you were here by filling out one of the guest cards provided  
  by the ushers.  We are blessed by having you here.  May you also be blessed                         
  because you worshipped God with us 
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          GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

Music for Quiet Reflection 

Welcome and Announcements  

Lighting of the Hope candle 

In the weeks of Advent, we remember the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. His coming was to us like a light shining in the darkness. He came so we 
could have life, and have it to the fullest.  

The first purple candle is lit. 

When Jesus began to preach the good news of the kingdom of God, he fulfilled the 
words that were written by Isaiah the prophet, "The spirit of Yahweh Adonai is upon 
me, because Yahweh has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion-- to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of Yahweh, to display his glory." 

This advent, we put our hope yet again in the favor of God, given to us through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Opening Hymn: #119 "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

                    Led by Steve Valvano, via recording    

Come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's deep shadows put to flight. Refrain 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high 
And order all things, far and nigh 
To us the path of knowledge show 
And cause us in her ways to go. Refrain 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 
fill the whole world with heaven's peace. Refrain 

GOD’S PEOPLE LISTEN 

Scripture Reading:                   Isaiah 64:1-4 

L: God is still speaking to us through the Living Word. 
P: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon:                               “The Word Disrupts”                                    

                                        GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND 

Organ Response 

Responding in Prayer 
 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) 
 Response 

GOD’S PEOPLE FEAST 

Communion Hymn: #423 "Become to us the Living Bread" (Lyrics on back page)     

Celebration of Holy Communion 

Confession and Assurance 

In a few days’ time, we will be celebrating the birth of Christ, so let us restore our 
souls, and refresh our spirits. 

Restore us, O God! Let your Word shake us, that we may be saved. 

Though we are complicit in the frenzy of consumerist exploitation that runs especially 
rampant through this season, the strife of the current political climate that seems to 
us to be inescapable and the vice of indifference toward suffering and injustice that 
threatens to crush our nation in its grip:  

Though we would like to be more Christ-centered in our daily lives, and though we 
try at this and often fail, we know we can turn to God, and be restored. So, we ask: 

Thank you for restoring us, O God! Your Word is shaking us, and we are saved. 
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